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Lest we forget: books set during WW1 
 
 

 Remembrance, Theresa Breslin 
Scotland, 1915. A group of teenagers from two 

families meet for a picnic, but the war across the 

Channel is soon to tear them away from such 

youthful pleasures. All too soon, the horror of what 

is to become known as The Great War engulfs 

them, their friends and the whole village. From the 

horror of the trenches, to the devastating reality 

seen daily by those nursing the wounded, they 

struggle to survive - and nothing will ever be the 

same again.  

 Armistace Runner, Tom Palmer 
Published by Barrington Stoke, suitable for 

readers with dyslexia 

Lily has lots of worries. She's struggling to 

compete in her fell-running races and, worse, 

she's losing her gran to Alzheimer's. But then she 

discovers her great-great-grandfather's diaries 

from the First World War. Could his incredible 

story of bravery help her reconnect with her gran 

and even give her the inspiration she needs to 

push through and win? 
 Archie’s War, Marcia Williams 

Archie Albright is given a scrapbook for his 11th 

birthday in April 1914, and he thinks he'll fill it with 

comics, souvenirs and funny stories. But on 3rd 

August, war breaks out, and his life changes for 

ever. Archie tells the story of WW1, filling his 

scrapbook with anecdotes about life in London's 

East End, newspaper clippings, letters from his dad 

and uncle who are fighting in France, and his own 

war-inspired comic strips. Funny, touching and a 

unique insight into what life was like for a child 

during the First World War. 

 Five children on the Wester Front, Kate Saunders 

A heart-wrenching sequel to E. Nesbit's Five 

Children and It, set on the eve of the WW1. The 

five children have grown up – and war will 

change their lives for ever. 

Cyril is off to fight, Anthea is at art college, Robert 

is a Cambridge scholar and Jane is at school. 

The Lamb is now 11, and he has a little sister. The 

sand fairy has become a creature of stories ... 

until he suddenly reappears, but this time the 

Psammead is here for a reason, and his magic 

might have a more serious purpose. 

A range of books with issues of conscientious objection, emancipation, medical 
advances, showing air battles as well as trench warfare, the view from the 

German and American soldier and some courageous animals! 

A comic style 

graphic book  



 

 

Rugby Warrior, Gerard Siggins 

A new school term and Eoin Madden has new 

responsibilities. He’s captain of the Under 14s team and 

away from the pitch starts work on a project about 

Irish-born All Black Dave Gallaher who died in World 

War I. History becomes reality when an old book brings 

Eoin a lot closer to the rugby legend than he ever 

thought possible …   Fast-paced action, mysterious 

spirits and feuding friends – it’s a season to remember! 

            Non Fiction titles  (940.3) 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Eleven Eleven, Paul Dowsell 
During the final 24 hours before the armistice at 11 am, 

11th November 1918, the story follows a German storm 

trooper, an American airman and a British Tommy. War 

becomes incredibly personal as nationality and 

geography cease to matter to each teenager on the 

Western Front, and friendship becomes the defining 

aspect of their encounter. Who will live and who will 

die before the end of the day? 

 

 

 

 

 

Stay where you are and then leave, John Boyne 
Author of The boy in striped Pyjamas                           

Four years after Alfie’s father disappears on a secret 

mission Alfie unexpectedly sees his name - on a sheaf 

of papers belonging to a military doctor. Bewildered 

and confused, Alfie realises his father is in a hospital 

close by - one treating soldiers with an unusual 

condition. Alfie is determined to rescue his father from 

this strange, unnerving place . . . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When the guns fall silent, James Riordan 
Jack, standing among the war graves, sees a face he 

recognizes. Suddenly, it's 1914 again and he's a young 

lad in the trenches with visions of killing and 

misery. Then he remembers the incredible moment 

when the guns fell silent, and fighting gave way to 

football on the frozen ground of No-Man's-Land.  This 

amazing story, based on true facts, will transport 

readers back to the war fields of France and show that 

even in times of conflict and extreme sadness, there is 

always hope. 

All items are available in the school library                           

You are welcome to contact the Library Ladiez at 
librarystaff@backwellschool.net 

Dvds 

Line of Fire, Barroux 

Barroux rescued a soldier’s diary from a rubbish heap 

In Paris. We don’t know who he was or what became of 

him. We just have his words and Barroux’s extraordinary 

pictures. The diary tells of hope and carnage; horror and 

hunger; the family he misses, the news he is anxious to 

receive; the sound of gunfire and the pain of swollen feet; 

sickness and injuries; and a narrow escape from death. 
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