
                  Christopher Edge                                                                       

came to school at the beginning of the year and wowed us with 

his stories which are cleverly based on scientific theories.         

Now try his new book about Maisie Day! 

Reading gives us someplace to go 

When we have to stay  

where we are.  
 

 

Mason Cooley 

Backwell School Library  
Follow us on our Blog:   

www.booksatbackwell.wordpress.com 

 Email the Librarians:                                      
librarystaff@backwellschool.net 

http://www.booksatbackwell.wordpress.com


            

 

   

Graphic novels 

Ann M Martin’s Baby-Sitters Club are proving very popular with girls not wishing to read full texts. Other alterna-

tives to old favourites (our Simpsons books are turning to rags with use!) are: 

Philip Pullman   Northern Lights  

Rick Riordan Percy Jackson stories and Kane Chronicles 

Fantastic Fiction 

Maz Evans could appeal to those who have stormed their way through the Percy Jackson series 

and still want a Greek take on the lives we live. Who Let the Gods out introduces Elliot, a young    

carer, who inadvertently unleashes the Olympian gods who may, or may not, solve his problems.                         

Now also Simply the Quest & Beyond the Odyssey. 

Jasper Fforde provides those who have read The Hobbit and Eragon with more stories of high fantasy, dragons 

with a lot of humour.  The Last Dragonslayer series  involves Jennifer Strange,  a foundling indentured to Kazam, a 

company which deals in the magical arts, but Jennifer has a destiny - she is the Last Dragonslayer.  

Two very different books have been made into films and have proved popular with students this year:                       

The classic, A wrinkle in time by Madeline L’Engle  an exciting mixture of fantasy and science fiction, which is dom-

inated  throughout by the   funny and mysterious trio of guardian angels known as Mrs Whatsit, Mrs Who and Mrs 

Which and Ready Player one by Ernest Cline, a challenging dystopian novel set in 2044. 

Some more mature suggestions for those still clinging to Jacqueline Wilson! 

Fish Boy by Chloe Daykin.  Billy would rather not think or talk about what is on his mind, preferring to watch   
David Attenburgh and swim in the sea, letting his mind drift until he meets Patrick Green. Imaginative and lyrical. 

Fly me home, Polly Ho Yen  Feeling lost and alone in a strange new city, Leelu wishes she could fly away 
back home – her real home where her dad is, thousands of miles away.  But Leelu is not alone; someone is 
leaving her gifts outside her house – wonders which give her curious magical powers.  

 

Sweet Freak by Sophie McKenzie will be enjoyed by those wishing to read about older characters and current 
issues. We follow Carey and best friend Amelia who is getting bullied online by the user SweetFreak.  A story about 
family and friendship with a mystery thrown in to make it the page-turner you would expect from McKenzie.  

Action Packed 

Brightstorm by Vashti Hardy tells of  twins, Maudie and Arthur who refuse to give up when their father doesn't 

return from his expedition to South Polaris, quickly developing a plan to  uncover the truth about his death and 

clear the Brightstorm name. The problem? They need to persuade sky-ship captain, Harriet Culpepper, 

to let them join her expedition. A story of alternative frozen worlds, not dissimilar to those in Northern 

Lights and Narnia . 

Award winning Kick by Mitch Johnson is described by Tom Palmer, as “ a book that shows you how 

universal football is, but how the wealth and glamour of the game is definitely not universal. “ Budi, a 

young sweatshop worker, making trainers for the “Whte men” inadvertently becomes involved with 

The Dragon – the most feared man in Jakarta. An exciting story for all, not just football fans. 

Tom Palmer, by the way,  understands boys well and his new series Wings (published by the Dyslexia friendly Bar-

rington Stoke) has been popular with under confident readers. His stories incorporate football into the tale of a 

WW1 fighter pilot. Hardit Singh Malik. An adventure as thrilling as any football match.  

Stories to challenge and inspire 

We had a large cohort from Y7 join our Carnegie Reading Group (for Y7-10) this year and they amazed us with their 

dedication to the task of reading 8 books over a period of 3 months, many written with older readers in mind. The 

most popular titles on the shortlist are perfectly suitable for our younger readers, taking them into the lives of               

others where they can share experiences they may never know themselves: 

Where the world ends by Geraldine McCaughrean                                                                                                              
Beyond the Bright sea by Lauren Wolk 

We would normally recommend After the Fire by Will Hill to older students, but if you are a mature reader then 

you too may wish to read about the imagined aftermath for children saved from an evil commune (based on The 

Waco Tragedy)  Almost everyone of Reading Group rated this the best on the shortlist! More details here:       

http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/ 

Another Award which is suitable for younger readers is the Branford Boase Award—offered to debut children’s 

novels. This was their shortlist: 

A good laugh 

David Solomon’s foray into children’s literature has been applauded. My brother is a superhero is about Luke’s 

efforts to save his brother:  'a marvellous comic lovers' adventure story. If you enjoy a good cliff hanger, then this is 

the book for you!' And if you find it laugh-out-loud, then there are further stories in the series.  

Irish comedian, David O’Doherty has been saving boys in Library Lessons who are not keen readers 

with his Danger is Everywhere series. Noel Zone is without doubt the world's greatest dangerolo-

gist, and his books are required reading for anyone eager to avoid danger wherever it may lurk and, 

as we know... Deadpan and madcap! 

A refreshing newcomer to the Wimpy Kid brigade is the Electrigirl  series by Jo Cotterill. Fizzing with 

comic craziness this part novel-part comic  will especially appeal to girls looking for a short sharp read.  

Thrill seekers 

Frozen Charlotte by Alex Bell continues to scare Y7 girls half to death and never finds its way back onto our 

bookshelves. The prequel Charlotte says has also been popular this year. There are other books in the series Red 

Eye, to keep them shivering and reading! 

Girls are also continually swapping the Murder most unladylike series, by Robin Stevens.  Good, robust but light 

hearted mysteries (think modern-day Enid Blyton) 

Gone series by Michael Grant however, is NOT for the faint hearted. It is loved by readers in all year groups who 

have strong stomachs - with characters, complex and relatable and a surprisingly realistic setting. Anyone over 14 

has died and no phones or televisions are working. The town soon becomes a prison for the 'survivors', and with 

no way to get help, time is running out for each remaining individual: the day you turn fifteen is the day you disap-

pear, just like everyone else. Content lies between The Hunger Games and Stephen King—you have been warned! 

http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/index.php

