
 

Fiction is the gateway drug to reading. The drive to know what happens 
next, to want to turn the page, the need to keep going, even if it's hard, 
because someone's in trouble and you have to know how it's all going to 
end … that's a very real drive. And it forces you to learn new words, to 
think new thoughts, to keep going. To discover that reading is pleasurable. 
Once you learn that, you're on the road to reading everything. And reading 
is key. ...we navigate the world with words, and as the world slips onto the 
web, we need to follow, to communicate and to com-
prehend what we are reading. People who  cannot   
understand each other cannot exchange ideas, cannot 
communicate.                                                  Neil Gaiman   

     Author of Coraline & The Graveyard Book 



Funny Ha Ha 

Books with more written content than Wimpy Kid & Tom Gates, perfect for readers moving in to Y8 next year 

The Person Controller, David Baddiel  

Author of the Parent Agency allows his imagination free-rein in his new novel for children, with hilarious results. Youngsters 
who enjoy computer games will relish this new, nutty fantasy adventure. 

Moone Boy, The Fish Detective, Chris O’Dowd 

Another episode in the life of hapless 11 year old Martin Moone, related by his imaginary best-friend and sidekick Sean      
Murphy. This LOL free-fall stream-of-consciousness narrative is crammed with asides, tangents and footnotes – perfect for 
those moving on from comic books! 

The astounding Broccoli Boy, Frank Cottrell Boyce 
Shortlisted for the Blue Peter Book Award 2016 this is Frank Cottrell Boyce’s first standalone novel since Cosmic in 2008 
and it’s been well worth the wait. Boyce always attracts readers wishing for a thoughtful but funny adventure with true-to-life 
characters they can relate to. Rory Rooney is desperate to escape hospital where doctors are baffled by his green skin, when 
he suddenly discover his superpowers and becomes Astounding! 

Mostly murder 
A universally popular genre with many new titles suitable for younger readers 

Murder most unladylike mysteries, Robin Stevens 

Move over Miss Marple! Our Y7 are devouring this series with its 1930s themed books, light banter and 
murderous silences.  It keeps you on the edge of your seat the whole time. If you love mysteries this is the 
book for you! 

Pick your poison, Lauren Child 

Ruby Redfort ,an undercover agent, code-cracker and thirteen-year-old genius who you can count upon when you’re between 
a rock and a hard place, has become popular with Y7 again. Pick your poison is full of all the usual Ruby magic with well known 
characters making an appearance, and a plot that is full of surprises, twists and turns. Don’t be put off by the number of pages 
as the text is well spaced and interspersed with codes and messages. My readers say it keeps them up ALL night!! 

Survivor, Tom Hoyle 

One mysterious death on the Ultimate Bushcraft adventure holiday is tragic, but a second, then a third is suspicious . . . But 
who can you trust when everyone around you is a suspect? As numbers dwindle, the chances of survival plummet. Staying 
alive has never seemed so guilty. Nobody is safe . . . 

Shorter & Sweet 

Some students struggle with their reading and/or their concentration, and we have set up small Reading Groups in some      
classes to share shorter titles by reading aloud in turn and talking about the content. Here are some titles that have proved 
popular: 

Desirable, Frank Cottrell Boyce (Publisher: Barrington Stokes) 

Trust Frank to come up with a barmy, heart-warming shorter read for all to enjoy! George knows he is a loser when even   
Grandad excuses himself from his birthday party, but then George unleashes Grandad’s birthday present on the girls at school.  
All of a sudden he (and everyone else!) smells the sweet smell of success! 

Demolition Dad, Phil Earle 

In the same vein, but slightly longer, from the author with a big heart: all week long Dad knocks down      
buildings from the cockpit of his crane, but at weekends he becomes Demolition Man, twenty stone of      
Man Mountain in a leotard, the best wrestler in town – and Jake couldn’t be prouder!                                      
‘This has a bit of everything in it for everyone. A great all-rounder with a big heart.' Says Sam. 

Robot Girl, Malorie Blackman 

A short sci-fi thriller from ex Children’s Laureate, Malorie Blackman contains a great story and intriguing 
plot and clever twist at the end.  

Pale, Chris Wooding 

A chilling story about the Pales who return from the dead but become outcasts. It is the last thing you want to happen to 
you…… 
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Adventurous Animals 
We are always on the lookout for Michael Morpurgo and Lauren St John alternatives and here are two which are proving popu-
lar this year: 

The great escape, Megan Rix 

Megan Rix is a popular author of animal adventure books set in the modern day, WW1 & 2 and The Great Fire of London. An 
animal lover and dog-trainer, Megan draws inspiration from her own dogs Traffy, Bella and Freya, and many 
fascinating and extraordinary animal stories to engage her readers. 

The last wild, Piers Torday 

'An action-packed, dystopian eco-thriller with memorable characters, both animal and human, and a powerful 
message about the interdependence of man and nature. A promising debut' The Daily Mail encapsulates this 
story which is split into six parts. Suitable for the adventuresome as well as animal lovers. 

History with a twist 
Five Children and the Western Front, Kate Saunders 

An incredible, heart-wrenching sequel to E. Nesbit's Five Children and It, set on the eve of the First World War. Kate Saunders 
loved the story when young and later realised that when the children grew up they would be involved in one of the most 
daunting periods of the 20th Century. The five children have grown up, and the war will change their lives for ever., but Kate 
writes with a light touch, suitable for her audience. 

Wild Boy, Rob Lloyd Jones 

London 1841 and the boy covered in hair is travelling with a Freak Show. But the Wild Boy has an extraordinary pow-
er of observation and detection and when he is accused of murder he goes on the run, hungry for the truth. Think 
Sherlock Holmes among the less fortunate in society. Gripping with gothic atmosphere and intrigue.  

Suggestions for girls bereft after finishing the two Girl On-line books by Zoella! 

Flirty dancing, Jenny McLachlan 

Best friends and boyfriends with a hint of strictly. If you are after a light read, what’s not to like! 

Dear Dylan, Siobhan Curham 

Siobhan co-wrote the Girl On-line stories but is an acclaimed writer under her own name first and foremost. Here is a story 
about Georgie, on her journey to finding true friendship, told in a series of emails. Quirky and thought-provoking.  

Heartside Bay series, Cathy Cole 

A series of 12 stories about life, love and everything in-between.  
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